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LANDSELUR — HARBOUR SEAL
Phoca vitulina

RADGJOF / ADVICE

Hafrannsdknastofnun leggur til ad beinar veidar & landsel verdi afram takmarkadar og ad gripid verdi til frekari
adgerda til ad draga ur medafla landsels vid netaveidar, til ad studla ad pvi ad stofnsterd nai aftur
stjérnunarmarkmidum stjérnvalda. Jafnframt leggur stofnunin til ad reynt verdi ad takmarka moguleg truflandi

ahrif af ath6fnum manna a landsel, sérstaklega i mai-agust pegar kaping og héraskipti eiga sér stad.

MFRI advises that direct hunt should be limited and that actions must be taken to reduce by-catch of seals in
commercial fisheries to enable the population size to reach management objective. MFRI further advises that
attempts to minimize anthropogenic disturbance of harbour seal colonies are initiated, in particular during
breeding and moulting seasons between May and August.

STOFNPROUN / POPULATION DEVELOPMENT OVER TIME

Fjoldi landsela var metinn um 33 pus. dyr arid 1980 en faekkadi 6rt i stofninum fram til 1989 og var pa um 15 pus.
dyr. Eftir pad hélt faekkunin afram, pott haegar en a6ur. Mat & staerd stofnsins eftir talningu sem gerd var 2020 er
10319 dyr (95% oOryggismork: 6733-13906). Samkvamt matinu er stofninn nd 69% minni en arid 1980 og 14%
undir stjérnunarmarkmidum stjérnvalda sem er 12 pus. dyr (Hafrannséknastofnun 2021).

In 1980, the abundance of harbour seals was estimated at around 33 thous. animals but the population declined
rapidly until 1989 to around 15 thous. animals. After that the decline continued at a slower rate. The 2020
harbour seal census resulted in a population estimated of 10,319 animals (95% confidence intervals: 6733-13906).
The current population estimate is 69% lower than the first abundance estimate from 1980 and the estimate is
14% under the management objective of 12 thous. Animals (Hafrannsoknastofnun 2021).

VEIDAR OG ONNUR MANNLEG AHRIF / SEALING AND ANTHROPOGENIC DISTURBANCE

Ny reglugerd um bann vid selveidi var innleidd 2019 (Atvinnuvega- og nyskdpunarraduneytid, 2019). Samkvaemt
reglugerdinni eru allar selveidar dheimilar 4 islensku forradasvaedi (i sjo, dm og votnum) nema ad fengnu sérstdku
leyfi fra Fiskistofu til selveida til eigin nytja. Oll sala og markadsfzersla & islenskum sel og selaafurdum er einnig
bonnud. Affoll vegna dbeinna veida (medafli vid fiskveidar) eru umtalsverd og liklegt ad helsta danarorsok
islenskra landsela er vegna pess. Takmorkud gogn eru til um dbeinar veidar, en mat sem unnid er ar gégnum sem
safnad er af veidieftirlitsménnum og ur stofnmaelingu med porskanetum bendir til ad @ arunum 2014-2018 hafi
ad medaltali veidst 1389 (breytileikastudull, CV=35) landselir arlega i grasleppunet (Hafrannsdknastofnun, 2019).
Metinn medafli landsels i porskanet og botnvérpu er mun minni og mun meiri dvissa er i kringum matid i pau
veidarfaeri. A drunum 2014-2018 er adaetlad ad 15 selir (CV= 102) hafa veidst { porskanet arlega og 17 (CV=100)
landselir i botnvorpu.

Rannsoknir hafa synt ad truflun manna nalaegt mikilveegum selalatrum og kaepingarsvaedum getur haft neikvaed
ahrif a vistfraedilega peetti landsels, leitt til ad peir breyta Utbreidslu sinni, asamt pvi valda streitu medal dyra.
Slikt getur med débeinum haetti haft neikvaed ahrif & kdpaframleidslu, atferli og velferd stofns (Granquist &
Sigurjénsdottir 2014). Samfara aukinni ferdamennsku er brynt ad efla rannsdknir @ ahrifum mannaferda a
selastofna og hvernig lagmarka ma slik ahrif (Granquist & Nilsson 2016; Aquino ofl. 2021, Chauvat ofl. 2021).

In 2019, new regulation regarding seal hunting in Iceland was enacted (Atvinnuvega- og nysképunarrdduneytid
2019). All seal hunting is banned, but it is possible to obtain an exemption for traditional hunt. It is also forbidden
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to sell Icelandic seal products. Bycatch in gillnets is probably the highest mortality risk for harbour seals in Iceland
currently. Limited data are available on seal bycatch, but data collected by on-board observers of the Directorate
of Fisheries, and in the MFRI gillnet survey, indicate that on average, 1389 (coefficient of variation, CV=35)
harbour seals have been bycaught annually in the lumpfish fishery between 2014 and 2018. Bycatch in cod gillnet
fishery and bottom trawls is less common and more uncertainty associated with the bycatch estimates in those
fisheries. Between 2014 and 2018, it has been estimated that annually, 15 harbour seals were bycaught in cod
gillnet fisheries (CV=102) and 17 harbour seals in bottom trawls (CV=100) (Hafrannsdéknastofnun, 2019).

Research results suggest that anthropogenic disturbance in the vicinity of important harbour seal haul-out sites
and breeding sites can have negative impact on ecological factors, affect distribution and increase stress among
the animals, which can have indirect effects on pupping success, behaviour and welfare of the population
(Granquist & Sigurjonsdottir 2014). The increase tourism in Iceland underline the importance of increased
research on the effect of disturbance on seal populations as well as how such effects can be minimized (Granquist
& Nilsson 2016; Aquino ofl. 2021, Chauvat ofl. 2021).
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