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LANDSELUR — HARBOUR SEAL
Phoca vitulina

RADGJOF / ADVICE

Hafrannsdknastofnun leggur til ad sett verdi bann vid beinum veidum a landsel. Stofnunin leggur einnig til ad
leitad verdi leida til ad draga Ur medafla landsels vid netaveidar. Verdi takmarkadar beinar veidar leyfdar er
mikilvaegt ad veidistjornunarkerfi verdi innleitt og skraningar a 6llum veidum verdi l6gbundnar. Jafnframt leggur
stofnunin til ad reynt verdi ad takmarka moguleg truflandi ahrif af ath6fnum manna a landsel, sérstaklega i mai-

agust pegar kaeping og haraskipti eiga sér stad.

To raise the numbers in the population to acceptable levels MFRI advices that direct hunt should be banned and
that actions must be taken to reduce by-catch of seals in commercial fisheries. If limited hunting will be allowed,
MFRI advices that a hunting management system should be initiated, and that reporting of all seal hunt should
be mandatory. MFRI further advices that attempts to minimize anthropogenic disturbance of harbour seal
colonies are initiated, in particular during breeding and moulting seasons between May and August.

STOFNPROUN / STOCK DEVELOPMENT OVER TIME

Fjoldi landsela var metinn um 33 pus. dyr arid 1980 en faekkadi mjog i stofninum fram til 1989 og var pa um 15
pus. dyr. Mat a steerd stofnsins eftir talningu sem gerd var 2018 er 9434 dyr (95% Oryggismork: = 6149-12726).
Samkvaemt matinu er stofninn nd 72% minni en arid 1980 og 21% undir stjérnunarmarkmidum stjérnvalda sem
er 12 pus. dyr.

In 1980, the abundance of harbour seals was estimated at around 33 thous. animals but the population declined
rapidly until 1989 to around 15 thous. animals. The 2018 harbour seal census resulted in a population estimated
of 9,434 animals (95% confidence intervals of = 6,149-12,726). The current population size is 72% smaller than
the first abundance estimate from 1980 and the population is 21% under the management objective of 12 thous.
animals.

VEIDAR OG ONNUR MANNLEG AHRIF / SEALING AND ANTHROPOGENIC DISTURBANCE

Verulega hefur dregid ur hefdbundnum nytjum a landsel 4 undanférnum aratugum (vorkdépaveidar i net). Staersti
hluti selveida er & dsasveedum laxveidiaa par sem tilgangurinn er ad draga Ur meintum ahrifum sela a stofna
laxfiska. Affoll vegna 6beinna veida (medafli vid fiskveidar) eru enn umtalsverd. Takmoérkud gogn eru til um
Obeinar veidar, en mat sem unnid er ur gognum sem safnad er af veidieftirlitsmonnum og ur stofnmaelingu med
porskanetum bendir til ad @ medaltali hafi 1389 + 486 (+ CV*) landselir veidst arlega i grasleppunet 4 arunum
2014-2018. Medafli landsels i porskanet og botnvorpu er mun minni og mun meiri évissa er i kringum matid i pau
veidarfeeri. A drunum 2014-2018 er dztlad ad 15 selir hafa veidst i borskanet arlega (CV=1,02) og 17 landselir
arlega i botnvorpu (CV=1,00).

Rannsdknir hafa synt ad truflun manna nalaegt mikilveegum selalatrum og kaepingarsvaedum getur haft neikvaed
ahrif & vistfreedilega peetti landsels, leitt til ad peir breyta Gtbreidslu sinni, dsamt pvi valda streitu medal dyra.
Slikt getur med ébeinum haetti haft neikvaed ahrif & kdépaframleidslu, atferli og velferd dyranna (Granquist &
Sigurjonsddttir 2014). Samfara aukinni ferdamennsku er brynt ad efla rannséknir & dhrifum mannaferda a
selastofna og hvernig ldagmarka ma slik ahrif (Granquist & Nilsson 2016).
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Traditional sealing using nets has decreased in recent decades, but culling around river mouths to reduce the
effect that seals are thought to have on salmon fisheries is still common. Seal bycatch in gillnets is also high.
Limited data are available on seal bycatch, but data collected by on-board observers of the Directorate of
Fisheries, and in the MFRI gillnet survey, indicate that on average, 1389 + 486 (+ CV*estimate) harbour seals have
been bycaught annually in the lumpfish fishery between 2014 and 2018. Bycatch in cod gillnet fishery and bottom
trawls is less common and more uncertainty associated with the bycatch estimates in those fisheries. Between
2014 and 2018, it has been estimated that annually, 15 harbour seals were bycaught in cod gillnet fisheries
(CV=1.02) and 17 harbour seals in bottom trawls (CV=1.00) (Marine and Freshwater Institute, in prep.).

Research results suggest that anthropogenic disturbance in the vicinity of important harbour seal haul-out sites
and breeding sites can have negative impact on ecological factors, affect distribution and increase stress among
the animals, which can have indirect effects on pupping success, behaviour and welfare of harbour seals
(Granquist & Sigurjonsdottir 2014). The increase tourism in Iceland underline the importance of increased
research on the effect of disturbance on seal populations as well as how such effects can be minimized (Granquist
& Nilsson 2016).
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