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LANDSELUR — HARBOUR SEAL

Phoca vitulina

RADGIOF — ADVICE

Hafrannsdéknastofnun leggur til ad stjornvold leiti leida til ad koma i veg fyrir beinar veidar a landsel og lagmarka
medafla landsela vid fiskveidar. Hafrannsdknastofnun leggur einnig til ad veidistjornunarkerfi verdi innleitt fyrir
selveidar vid island, og ad skraningar a 6llum selveidum verdi I6gbundnar.

MEFRI advices that direct hunt should be prevented and that actions must be taken to reduce by-catch of seals in commercial

fisheries. MFRI also advices that a hunting management system should be initiated, and that reporting of all seal hunt should
be mandatory.

STOFNPROUN — STOCK DEVELOPMENT

Fjoldi landsela var metinn um 33 pus. dyr arid 1980, en fjéldinn minnkadi hratt fram til 1989 og var pa um 15 pus.
dyr. Sidasta talning landsels fér fram 2016 og var stofninn metinn um 7652 dyr (95% 6ryggismork: 4995-10310).
Samkvaemt matinu er stofninn nd 77% minni en arid 1980 og 36% undir stjérnunarmarkmidum stjérnvalda sem
er 12 pus. dyr. Dregid hefur ur hefdbundinni nytingu selabaenda a stofninum og er pvi naertaekustu skyringarnar
a faekkun landsels ad finna i dbeinum veidum (medafla vid fiskveidar), veidum i dsum laxveidida, dskradum
veidum, og 6hagstaeedum umbhverfisbreytingum.

In 1980, the abundance of harbour seals was estimated at around 33 thous. animals but the population declined rapidly until
1989 to around 15 thous. animals. The latest harbour seal census was conducted in 2016 and the stock was estimated to be
7652 animals (95% confidence intervals of 4995—10310). The current population size is 77% smaller than in the first abundance
estimate in 1980 and the population is 36% under the management objective of 12 thous. animals. Traditional sealing has to
a large extent ceded, and hence the most plausible explanations for the decline in the population are by-catch of seals, culling
in salmon-river estuaries, unrecorded sealing, and unfavourable environmental conditions.
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SELVEIDAR — SEALING

Verulega hefur dregid ur hefdbundnum nytjum & landsel & undanférnum aratugum (vorképaveidar i net). Steersti
hluti selveida er & dsasveedum laxveidida til ad draga ur meintum ahrifum sela 4 stofna laxfiska. Affoll vegna
Obeinna veida (medafli vid fiskveidar) eru enn umtalsverd. Takmorkud gogn eru til um ébeinar veidar, en mat
sem unnid er Ur gégnum sem safnad er af veidieftirlitsmdnnum og Ur stofnmaelingu med porskanetum benda til
ad 1066 (CV = 1,20) landselir hafi veidst i grasleppunet arid 2015 og 160 (CV = 1,80) arid 2014. Einnig veiddust 46
(CV =0,62) landselir i porskanet & arid 2015 en engir arid 2014. Samkveemt matinu veiddust 86 landselir i
botnvérpu aridé 2015.

Traditional sealing using nets has decreased in recent decades, but culling around river mouths to reduce the effect that seals
are thought to have on salmon fisheries is still common. Seal bycatch in gillnets is also high. Limited data are available on seal
bycatch but data collected by on-board observers of the Directorate of Fisheries, and in the MFRI gillnet survey, indicate that
1066 (CV = 1.20) harbour seals were by-caught in lumpfish fishery in 2015 and 160 (CV = 1.80) in 2014. Further, 46 (CV = 0.62)
harbour seals were estimated as by-caught in cod gillnet fisheries in 2015, but none in 2014. 86 harbour seals were according
to the estimate caught in bottom trawls in 2015.
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