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BLALANGA — BLUE LING
Molva dipterygia

RADGIOF — ADVICE

Hafrannséknastofnun radleggur i samraemi vid varidarsjénarmid ad afli fiskveidiarid 2017/2018 verdi ekki meiri
en 1956 tonn. Hafrannsdknastofnun leggur jafnframt til ad pekktum hrygningarsveedum sudur af Vestmanna-
eyjum og a Franshdl verdi afram lokad a hrygningartima fra 15. februar til 30. april.

MEFRI advises that when the precautionary approach is applied, catches in the fishing year 2017/2018 should be no more than
1956 tonnes. Additionally, the MFRI advises that known spawning areas south of Vestmannaeyjar and Franshdll be closed to
all fishing activities during spawning season (15 February to 30 April).

STOFNPROUN - STOCK DEVELOPMENT

Lifmassavisitala blalongu nadi hamarki arid 2009 en hefur leekkad sidan pa. Visitalan er enn talin yfir variudar-
morkum. Visitala veidihlutfalls hefur verid undir markgildi undanfarin prji ar og nadi ségulegu lagmarki 2016.
Nylidunarvisitala hefur verid vid sdgulegt lagmark sidan 2010.

The biomass index peaked in 2009 but has declined since then. The biomass index is still considered above possible biomass
reference points. Fproxy has been below the target value for the last three years and reached a record low in 2016. Juvenile
index has been at low level since 2010.
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Blalanga. Afli eftir veidarfaerum, nylidunarvisitala (<40 cm) og lifmassavisitala (240 cm) Ur SMH og visitala veidihlutfalls.

Blue ling. Catch by gear type, I1S-SMH juvenile (<40 cm) and biomass (240 cm) indices, and Fproxy.
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STOFNMAT OG GATMORK — BASIS OF THE ASSESSMENT AND REFERENCE POINTS

Forsendur radgjafar Varudarnalgun

Advice basis Precautionary approach

Aflaregla Ekki hefur verid sett aflaregla fyrir pennan stofn

Management plan There is no management plan for this stock

Stofnmat Byggt 4 timahadum breytingum i afla og stofnmaelingum
Assessment type Trends in biomass indicators and catches

Inntaksgogn Afli og visitolur dr stofnmaelingu ad haustlagi (SMH).

Input data Catches and indices from the Icelandic Autumn Survey (IS-SMH)
Nalgun Gatmork Gildi Grunnur

Framework Reference point Value Basis

Varudarnalgun Target Foroxy 1.75 Medaltal dranna 2002-2007
Precautionary approach Mean of Fproxy in 2002—2007

Grunnur radgjafar fylgir forskrift Alpjédahafrannséknaradsins fyrir stofna par sem ekki er haegt ad beita aldurs-
aflagreiningu en til eru visitolur sem taldar eru gefa mynd af breytingum i stofnsteaerd (Category 3 stocks; ICES,
2012). Lifmassavisitala (SMB) asamt afla er notud til ad reikna visitlu veidihlutfalls (Fproxy = afli/visitélu). Byggt &
pessu er valid markgildi @ Fproxy (target Foroxy) byggt & medaltali Fproxy aranna 2002—-2007 en a peim tima var Foroxy
hvad laegst og visitalan var st6dug/vaxandi. Radgjofin er fengin med pvi ad margfalda markgildi Foroxy med sidasta
gildi visitélunnar. Ef pad gildi leidir til meira en 20% breytingar a radgjof m.v. sidasta ar pa er radgjofin skordud
vid 20% breytingu. Markgildi Fproxy €r talid samraemast varidarnalgun og pvi er engin frekari laekkun sett a pad.

The ICES framework for category 3 stocks, for which analytical assessment is not possible but trends in biomass indicators
are assumed to reflect changes in stock dynamics, was applied (ICES, 2012). The Icelandic autumn trawl! survey was used as
biomass indicator. The target Fprox (catch/survey biomass) was defined as the mean from the reference period 1990-1996.
The advice is based on multiplying the target Fyroxy With the most recent index value. However, this value is constrained by
an uncertainty cap of 20% compared to the previous catch advice. Since the target Fproxy is considered precautionary, the
precautionary buffer was not applied.

Blalanga. Utreikningar radgjafar.
Blue ling. Advice calculation

Visitala 2016 — Index 2016 1118
Target Foroxy (2002-2007) 1.75
Radgjof 2016 — Advice 2016 2040
(Visitala 2016 x target Foroxy) / Ra0gj6f 2016 0.96
(Index 2016 x target Foroxy) / Advice 2016

Sveiflujéfnun — Uncertainty cap Ekki beitt — Not applied ‘

Radgjof — Catch advice 1956

HORFUR — PROGNOSIS

Verdi nylidun naestu ara lik pvi sem stofnmaelingar gefa til kynna ma buast vid ad veidistofn blaléngu minnki a
komandi arum.

It is anticipated that the low recruitment estimated in the IS-SMH since 2010 will result in stock decline when these cohorts
enter the fishery in the near future.
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GADI STOFNMATS — QUALITY OF THE ASSESSMENT

Stofnmaeling botnfiska ad haustlagi (SMH) nzer yfir allt veidisvaedi blalongu og vikmork visitalna eru lag.

The IS-SMH covers the full depth range and geographical distribution of the species and the fisheries. The variance of the
survey index is low.

VEIDAR — THE FISHERY

A drunum 2008-2011 fér hlutdeild blalénguafla sem
veiddist & linu vaxandi og var arid 2011 um 70%.

Sidan hefur hlutdeild linu farid minnkandi og var um
23% arid 2016. Blalanga veidist i auknum maeli sem
medafli vid veidar & karfa og graludu djupt ut af
Vestfjordum, sem er i samraemi vid aukna nordvest-
leega Utbreidslu i stofnmaelingum.

In 2008-2011 the proportion of blue ling catches taken by
longlines increased and in 2011 it amounted to 70% of
total catches. Since then the proportion of longlines has
decreased and was 23% in 2016. Blue ling is increasingly
caught as bycatch in the redfish and Greenland halibut
fishery NW of Iceland. This change in distribution is also
observed in the survey.

Blalanga. Veidisvaedi arid 2016 (t/sjm?)
Blue ling. Fishing grounds in 2016 (t/nmi?)

Afli 2016 (tonn) Botnvarpa Lina Annad
Catches 2016 (tonnes) Trawl Longline Other
925 69% 23% 8%

RADGJOF, AFLAMARK OG AFLI — ADVICE,

TAC AND CATCH

Blalanga. Tillégur um hamarksafla, akvordun stjérnvalda um aflamark og afli (tonn).
Blue ling. Recommended TAC, national TAC, and catches (tonnes).

Fiskveidiar Tillaga Aflamark Afli [slendinga Afli annarra pjéda Afli alls

Fishing year Rec. TAC National TAC Catches Iceland Catches other Total catch
2010/11 - 6464 528 6992
2011/12 4000 - 4238 799 5037
2012/13 3100 - 2996 203 3199
2013/14 2400 2400 1653 101 1754
2014/15 3100 3100 1898 41 1939
2015/16 2550 2550 1734 90 1824
2016/17 2040 2040
2017/18 1956
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